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TITLE

The Title should be short title and give an idea of the general subject of your invention. Don’t include the inventor’s name, a trademark or other fictitious name or made-up name, or the word “patent” or “etc”. The Title is included in the Patent Office Register, so also it is important for the title to not give away the essential details of your invention!

Field of Invention

Here you should come up with a single sentence that states the general field your invention is part of. For example:

This invention relates generally to electric motors, and more especially to stepper motors.

Background of the Invention

Here you write about the general background of the invention to give your invention a context. So explain a particular problem, and write about how other people have approached the problem. If you know of other published patents or scientific articles, refer to these in this section. And if you can gently point out the shortcomings these prior attempts, so much the better. Finally, explain again the problem that your invention solves.

Disclosure of Invention

In this section summarise the essential features of your invention. If your invention is a device, the description should focus on the physical aspects of your invention. If it is a method or a process, the description should focus on what it does. Summarise also some important but not essential features.

Brief Description of Drawings

This is usually something like:

For a more complete explanation of the present invention and the technical advantages thereof, reference is now made to the following description and the accompanying drawing in which:

Figure 1 shows a schematic representation of a stepper motor of the present invention.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

Embodiments of the present invention and their technical advantages may be better understood by referring to Figure 1.

This is where you put in a detailed description of each drawing. Typically the first drawing is the most general and the most schematic, describing in general and broad terms what your invention is. 

Then further drawings explain particular examples of the invention, with more detailed reference to any drawings, and how the invention may be performed.

The description is the most important part of the disclosure; you need to explain in sufficient detail so that a skilled colleague in your field could build or do your invention. And you need to write it alongside clear diagrams, almost like a set of instructions. Indicate important features in the drawings using reference numbers, and then use these in the description to refer to those features. It’s important that the same reference number should always be used to refer to the same feature.

It doesn’t matter of this takes up many pages with many drawings. In fact, the more you can include, the better. However, do not include text that is not directly concerned with your invention!

Claims

These are the precise statement, of your invention, and what is written here defines what protection you will get if your patent is granted.

The first claim must define the invention by setting out its distinctive technical features. These are the features which distinguish your invention from what is already known within the same or similar field.

Your first claim should only include the essential features of your invention and you should avoid using terms that are too restrictive in meaning. 

Subsidiary features may be set out in “dependent claims”: these refer back to your first claim.

You can’t put anything in your claims which you have not already referred to in your description, and whatever goes in the claims has to be fully supported by the description.

Have a go at these just for fun; I’ll check and improve them before filing.

ABSTRACT

This brief summary of your invention should include all of the most important technical features of your invention and should also indicate the technical field (see above). Draft this so that both the technical problem to be solved is clear, and that your solution to that problem, is clear.  Best start your abstract with the most important essential technical features of your invention, but also include some of the nonessential features you have mentioned in the description.

Figure 1

The drawings, of good quality, should illustrate one or more aspects of your invention. Typically, the drawings will illustrate different views of your product, or provide a flow chart of the steps taken to perform your method.

Because the drawings go hand-in-hand with the description and support the arguments you are making for your invention, you should consider illustrating the invention from a number of different angles and, if appropriate, use cross-sectional views. You should also include figures of any important features that would be hidden in use.

When you do the drawings, make sure the lines are black and well defined (so that they may be photocopied).  Have as many as you like on a single sheet but make sure you label each one as ‘Figure 1’, ‘Figure 2’ etc.

As mentioned above indicate specific features in the drawings using reference numbers and/or letters, and join them to the corresponding feature using a clear, continuous line, preferably a little thinner than the ones in the drawing itself. Each reference number or letter must be at least 0.3cm high, which is about 10 point.

There’s a list of don’ts in the UKPO factsheets:

· Do not use coloured or lined paper or coloured inks or pencil.

· Do not draw a frame to indicate the margins.  

· Do not put anything in the margins or use ‘engineering’ borders.

· Do not write descriptive text in the drawings.

· Do not use excessive shading.

· Do not fold your drawings.  

· Do not submit ‘engineering’-type drawings showing materials and/or dimensions; these are not normally suitable for use with patent specifications.

